
 

 

WHER Terms of Use and Privacy Policy  

 

The Wildlife Health Event Reporter (WHER; site) relies on contributed reports from the public, and are 

not checked or verified for accuracy or completeness.   The Wildlife Disease Information Node (WDIN), 

the US Geological Survey, the University of Wisconsin, or partner organizations, institutions or 

governmental agencies (referred to as “We/we” below) are not responsible for erroneous or 

misinterpreted reports.   Any uses of the information available on WHER, or actions taken, are at the 

sole discretion of the user.   There is no guarantee that this web site will be fully functional and available 

at all times. 

 

The data and images on WHER are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 

Unported License.   View a copy of this license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/).  

Contact WDIN (wher@wdin.org) if you wish to use these data in a scientific publication, as well as if 

you are interested in modifying the application for other uses. 

 

If you only visit the first page of the WHER site (http://www.wher.org), we will collect no personal 

information, but may automatically log information that may be used in aggregate to evaluate site use 

and audience, as well as troubleshoot operational problems.  This may include data such as the IP 

(Internet Protocol) address of your computer, the date and time the site was accessed, the computer 

operating system and browser type, and the address of any link you followed to access the site. 

 

If you decide to create an account and visit other WHER pages and/or make a report, similar information 

as mentioned above may be collected as well as recording the additional pages that you view.   You will 

be asked for your name and email address, as well as to create a username and password to access 

the site in the future and make use of more detailed features.  The password should be different from 

passwords used at other web sites, and we are not responsible should you fail to do this and your 

accounts on other sites are compromised.   Unless you direct otherwise, your personal information will 

not be sold, exchanged, transferred, or given to any other, institution, agency, or company for any 

reason whatsoever. 

 

By using WHER to report an event, you are granting a perpetual, unconditional, royalty-free license to 

WDIN, its successors and partners to publish this information on the WHER web site and all affiliated 

sites, disseminate it to other parties via RSS, email, file transfer, or other media, and to discuss or make 

reference to it in any publication.  You also agree that WDIN has the right, but not the obligation, to edit 

or remove any report and/or aggregate or merge it with other reports, at WDIN's sole discretion.  

Submission of deliberately inaccurate or erroneous information may be a violation of the law and may 

be reported to the appropriate authorities.   

 

You may choose to allow WDIN to make your contact information available to natural resource or fish 

and wildlife management agencies, who may wish to request additional information about your report.  



Although we appreciate all contributions, please do not expect a follow-up contact on reports.   You 

could also be contacted by other governmental agencies or research institutions studying the collection 

of reports available on WHER.  You may change your choice at any time, but whatever information you 

have provided until that point will remain under the Creative Commons license. 

  

Please be advised that we do not advocate the handling of sick, injured, or dead animals without proper 

training, and the user does so at their own risk.   Users could be injured and there are some diseases of 

wildlife that can be transmitted to humans (zoonoses); the user should be aware of these dangers.  

Additional information on zoonoses can be found at the National Wildlife Health Center and the Center 

for Disease Control and Prevention web sites:  

 

http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/outreach/avian_zoonotic_course.jsp 

http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/outreach/mammalian_zoonotic_course.jsp 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/ 

 

 


